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OVERVIEW

In this magazine,
readers will learn
about cats and
their connection
to geography.
FACES: Cats...
The Purr-fect
Pet? includes
information on the
importance of cats throughout history and
the impact they’ve had on humans culture.

Flded Eas, Rare Breeds Explaned.p

S: THE PU
./

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

How have cats impacted people, places,
and cultures over time and what role will
they play in the future?
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We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, which is ideal for interdisciplinary
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts. Find practical advice
for teaching articles individually or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text
connections as they integrate ideas and information.

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 - 12

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge.

For each individual article page in this guide, you'll find the following:

[r— ZTICLE.Whaano\sYouvs

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.l, 2, 4 |

| Essential Question

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10 |

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies
I State Standards

Common Core Connections to teach

g?;s\‘/gcazlﬂari - reading and writing standards.
| .Reading. 0 CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3& 6

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 14 - 17
SOCIAL

STUDIES Magazine articles can be easily grouped to make cross text

CONTENT, connections and comparisons. Our Common Core mini-unit
guides students to read and discuss multiple articles and
integrate ideas and information. (CCSS.Reading InfoText.9)
Discussing multiple articles (CCSS.SpeakListen.], 2, 4) prepares

CORE
LITERACY variety of ways. (CCSSWriting.2)

students to write informational texts to share and publish in a

2 FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015 || I



BN Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing

READING

Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies

and science content. Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts
in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge. This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy

concepts.
Draw Inferences (CCSS. InfoText.1) Summarize (CCSS.InfoText.2)
Describe Relationships (CCSS./nfoText.3) Determine Word Meaning (CCSS./nfoText.4)
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS./infoText.5) Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS./nfoText.6)
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS./nfoText.7) Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS./nfoText.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. InfoText 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:
Have students read multiple articles from this magazine on the same topic, build knowledge, and make cross-text
comparisons.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Use the articles in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online. Encourage deeper discussions where

students can become topic experts. (CCSS.SpeakListen.], 2, 4)

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE

Article Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same article. Have students discuss the content, share
ideas, and critically evaluate the text.

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different articles. Invite students to share information and
resources with each other.

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question. Encourage students to find and share evidence from different articles
building a greater understanding of the question.

WRITING

Use the articles in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing. (CCSSWriting.2) Have students use evidence

from the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles. See the Mini-Unit
section of this guide (pages 14 - 17) as well as the article pages (pages 4 - 12) for ways to incorporate writing into your

instruction
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ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

Geography and culture shape the

interaction of humans and animals.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Civics

Visit your local humane society. Find
out ways to volunteer and what is

being done for local cat populations.

KEY VOCABULARY

docile (p. 10) easily taught, led, or

controlled

domesticate (p. 10) to breed or
train (an animal) to need and accept
the care of human beings : to tame (an

animal)

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

ARTICLE: A Tiger In Your House

Magazine pages 8 - 11, Expository Nonfiction

ATIGER IN YOUR HOUSE

This article provides evidence of the prominence of cats in
human society since ancient times. Learn how and why cats

were domesticated.

PREPARE TO READ

Locate the following countries on a world map: China, Egypt, Cyprus, Turkey,
Japan, and England.

Do these countries have anything in common based on their absolute
location? Read to find out how one animal unites these places.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

*  What evidence can you find in the text to support the claim that cats played a
significant role in ancient societies?

*  How did (small) cats came to America? Use evidence from the text to support
your answet.

* In England, cats went from being sacred to being blamed for the Black Death.
How do you think this confusion started and what ultimate impact did this

human error cause? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7
Look at the photo of the good fortune cat. Find the text in the article explaining
the meaning behind the cat’s raised paw. How would the meaning change if the

other paw was raised?

Summarize Main Ideas CCSS Info Text 2
This article gives specific information about how we know cats have a long
historical heritage across many cultures. Summarize the main points of the article

and share them with a partner.

Research-Based Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 6
Learn more about people’s beliefs about the role cats played during the Black
Death plague. Use library books, the Internet, or other sources to write a letter

from a concerned citizen to the town mayor.




ARTICLE: He Who Kills With One Leap

Magazine pages 12 - 15, Expository Nonfiction

The jaguar is the largest cat inhabiting the Americas. Its power

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted people,
places, and cultures over time
and what role will they play in
the future?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPTS

Global changes in population
distribution patterns result in changes

in land use.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Science

Research the range of the jaguar. Are

there jaguar relatives in your region?

KEY VOCABULARY

poach (p. 15) to catch or kill an

animal illegally

realm (p. 13) an area ruled by

someone

textiles (p. 13) fabric, cloth

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

and mysteriousness impacted the Incan, Mayan, and Aztec
cultures. With the arrival of the Conquistadors came much

change. Today the jaguar struggles to avoid extinction.

PREPARE TO READ

Have students recall what they know about the geography of South America?
Then ask them to predict what kind of habitat these large cats need to

survive?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

e Underline adjectives the author chooses to describe the jaguar. What images
do the word choices create? Substitute different adjectives to create a new
image.

e Split students into 3 groups. Assign each group a subhead section on page
14: Maya, Aztec, or Inca. Ask students to use evidence from the text to explain
ways the jaguar influenced the culture they are reading about.

e Re-read the final paragraph. Encourage students to define “umbrella species”

in their own words. Why is this an appropriate term?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Informational Text 5
How does the author arrange the information in this article? Why did the author
choose to present the information chronologically? How would it change the

article if a different arrangement was chosen?

Compare and Contrast CCSS /Informational Text 3
Use the information gathered in the second close reading activity to construct a
3-way Venn Diagram of the three cultures and their relationships with the jaguar.

Research-Based and Opinion Writing CCSS Writing 1& 7

Research Panthera and the Northern Jaguar Project. Find out what is being done
to protect jaguars and write an opinion on whether or not you believe the jaguar

will avoid extinction. Support your opinion with reasons and information gathered

from your research.




ARTICLE: Folded Ears and Missing Tails

Magazine pages 16-19, Expository Nonfiction

ol

1 Breed

N

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted people,
places, and cultures over time
and what role will they play in
the future?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

Human interaction with animal life can

result in new breeds

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Genetics

Many cat breeds involve genetic
mutations. Explore genetic traits in
your family and attempt to trace their

origins.

KEY VOCABULARY

breed (p. 16) a particular kind of

dog, cat, horse, etc.

hybrid (p. 17) an animal or plant
that is produced from two animals or

plants of different kinds

mutation (p. 16) a change in
the genes of a plant or animal that
causes physical characteristics that are

different from what is normal
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ARS AND MISSINGTH S:

There are many different types of cat breeds. Whether
happening naturally or with the help of humans, cats vary
greatly in size and looks. Different breeds appeal to different
people.

PREPARE TO READ

Ask: How many of you own a cat as a pet? Is your cat a certain breed? What
are the benefits of choosing one breed over another?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

* On p. 16, the author writes that, “most of us have cats that are the feline version
of mutts...” What does the word “mutt” mean in this context?

* |dentify the names of the specific breeds mentioned in the article. What do the
names suggest about the characteristics of different breeds?

*  How has geographic location affect the characteristics of different cat breeds?

Use evidence from the article to support your answer.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS /nformational Text 7
Combine the information in the text with the photos accompanying the article to

name as many cats as you can by breed.

Analyze Details CCSS /Informational Text 3
Compare and contrast the process of natural breeds vs. human assisted breeds.

Writing Informative/Explanatory Text CCSS Writing 2 & 7
Conduct short research at the library and on the Internet to find out what breeds
are officially accepted. Then write a short expository essay summarizing the types

of breeds that are officially accepted.




ARTICLE: Celebrity Cyber-Kitties

Magazine pages 20 - 22, Expository Nonfiction

CELEBRITY CYBER-KITTIES

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

ECONOMICS
CONCEPTS

Entrepreneurship plays an important
role in market economies by increasing
competition and introducing new

goods.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Technology

Research technology used to create
and run a retail website and then
create a step-by-step plan to launch

your own online business.

KEY VOCABULARY

inbred (p. 22) born from animals

that are closely related

meme (p. 20) a humorous image,
video, piece of text, etc. that

spreads rapidly via Internet

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

This article takes a look at the wave of cat-craziness taking over
the Internet. Students are introduced to famous cat memes and

learn how some have evolved into mega money-makers.

PREPARE TO READ

Refer to the image of Grumpy Cat on page 20. Ask: How many of you have
seen footage of a cat on YouTube or other popular media? Why do you think

these pictures or videos often go viral?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

*  Does the author give a reason why cat photo captions typically have
deliberately poor grammar and spelling? What can you infer about this reason
from the context of paragraph?

*  Find evidence in the article to support the claim that fictitious cats can actually
make a living.

e Use evidence from the text to summarize the ways in which cat memes impact

people’s lives?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Point of View CCSS Info Text 6
Through whose perspective do we learn about the cats? How might this article be

different if one of the cat owners wrote it?

Evaluate Evidence CCSS /nfo Text 8
Explain the impact of technological advancements on the rise of cat memes.

Writing Narratives CCSS Writing 3
Imagine you are Grumpy Cat or Pusheen Cat. Write about a day in your life.




ARTICLE: Welcome to Cat Island

Magazine pages 24 - 27, Expository Nonfiction

ELCOME TO
ﬂ ' Tashirojima, also called Cat Island, is a small island off the coast
of Japan. Here, the population of cats outnumbers people.

iSLANO!

Tashirojima is a popular tourist destination because of the many

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPTS

Combinations of cultural and
environmental characteristics make
places both similar and different from

each other.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

English Language Arts

Research libraries and the internet
to find examples of art, stories, or
poems and songs that praise cats.
Create your own piece of art, story,

poem or song praising cats.

KEY VOCABULARY

manga (p. 24) Japanese comics

typically done in black and white.
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cat-themed buildings and a shrine named Nekojinja.

PREPARE TO READ

On a board, draw a fishing net and label it with the phrase, “fishing net woven
from silk.” Then draw a mouse nibbling on part of the net. Ask students to infer
the reason why cats were highly valued by the Japanese people throughout

history?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

*  What cultural and environmental characteristics do Tashirojima and Aoshima
Island share? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

* Find at least two pieces of evidence from the article supporting the claim that
cats have been highly valued throughout Japan’s history?

e Do you think these Japanese islands will continue to be popular tourist
destinations? Use a quote from the article to support your view.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Text Structure and Cause/Effect Relationships CCSS /Info Text 5 & 8
Why did the author choose a cause/effect structure for this article? How does it

aid your understanding?

Evaluate Evidence CCSS Informational Text 8
Analyze the strength of evidence presented in the article suggesting the
importance of this island to people all over the world. What would have made the

evidence presented stronger?

Write for a Specific Audience and Purpose CCSS Writing 8

Re-write the article for the people living on Tashirojima and Aoshima Islands. It is
appropriate to write it for the purpose of informing this audience about the topic?
If not, what purpose would best suit this particular audience?




ARTICLE: Cats That Perform...Sometimes

Magazine pages 28 - 31, Narrative Non-fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPTS

Human activities affect the cultural

characteristics of places or regions.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Physical Education

Circus performers are extremely
talented in certain areas. Make up an

act based on your strengths.

KEY VOCABULARY

improvisation (p. 31) the

ability to speak or perform without

preparation

mime (p. 31) a performance done
without speaking

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

Yuri Kuklachev founded and operates the Moscow Cat Theater.
His cats perform a variety of tricks and no two shows are the
same. Learn about Yuri’s cat-training techniques.

PREPARE TO READ

Mention to students that cats are known for their independence. Then, ask
students to predict ways that trainers would be able to get a cat to do tricks.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

*  What is the main idea of the first paragraph? Find the sentence in the first
paragraph that contains the main idea.

* Find a quote that supports the claim that Yuri Kuklachev trains his cats
differently than he would train dogs?

e Yuri Kuklachev says, “Cats are like actors,” in the first paragraph. What does he

mean by that statement?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Integrate Visual Information CCSS /nformational Text 7
What do the photos in the article suggest about the cats’ acts and their

relationships with their caretakers?

Central Idea and Theme CCSS /Informational Text 2

You previously identified the main idea of the first paragraph. How does this
compare to the central idea of the entire article? Are they the same, or different?
How does the main idea of the first paragraph relate to the central idea?

Comprehend and Collaborate CCSS Speaking and Listening 1
In groups, ask, “What skills were needed by Yuri to successfully train cats
to perform in a circus?” Work with your group members to make a list of

occupations that would require similar skills.
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ARTICLE: The Cat’'s Meow

Magazine pages 32 - 35, Expository Nonfiction

The Cat's Meow

f’

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

SCIENCE CONCEPTS

All species have the capacity for

communication.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Science and Careers

Invite a veterinarian to talk to
students about pet and patient

communication.

KEY VOCABULARY

caterwaul (p. 33) to make a very

loud and unpleasant sound

hyoid Apparatus (p. 33) a
veterinary medicine term used to refer

to bones of the tongue

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

Cats communicate their feelings using various sounds. Trying to
interpret these sounds depends on many factors.

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to brainstorm the different reasons why cats communicate.
Create a list on the board using their suggestions. Then, ask students to share

how they think each of these communications would sound?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

e Determine the meaning of the word, “cat-savvy,” on p. 34 of the magazine.

e This text features 3 subheadings. Locate them and discuss how they help
organize the information.

e Think of an animal you know- perhaps your own pet or a neighbor’s pet. Find
one or two sentences from the article that remind you of a pet you know. Share

your sentences and experience with a partner.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Summarize Main Ildeas CCSS Informational Text 1
Summarize and evaluate the findings of the Cornell University Study mentioned
on page 34.

Analyze Characters CCSS Informational Text 3

On page 32, analyze Buddy’s actions. Why does he meow when Ray shaves? Why
does Buddy bite?

On page 34, what can we infer about Sam'’s relationship with birds? How do we

know?

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Informational Text 7
Look at the photos accompanying the article. Which sounds do you think the cats
are making? Why?
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ARTICLE: Curious Cat Catchwords

Magazine pages 36 - 37, Expository Nonfiction

@@Rﬂ%@s CAT CATCHWO R o

This article reviews the history and true meaning behind

common phrases involving cats.

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

ELA CONCEPTS

Figurative language describes
something by comparing it with

something else.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

English/Language Arts

Look for examples of stories
featuring cats as main or secondary
characters. Analyze the cats’
interactions with other characters
and describe how the cat advances
the plot of the story.

KEY VOCABULARY

allusion (p. 37) a statement

that refers to something without

mentioning it directly

flue (p. 37) achannel or pipe in
a chimney for carrying flame and

smoke to the outer air

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students if they’ve ever heard the expression, “It’s raining cats and dogs.”
Have students brainstorm to determine the origin of this phrase.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

e After reading the article, summarize its central idea.

e The article uses multiple subheadings. How does the use of quotes as
subheadings help to organize the information presented in this article?

*  What is the relationship of the phrase, “there are always several ways to solve

any problem,” to the subheading, “there is more than one way to skin a cat.”

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Figurative Language CCSS Reading 4
Have students make a concept web for each figurative phrase discussed in the

article. Ask them to link other phrases they know that have similar meanings.

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Informational Text 5
Remind students of how the article is broken down into segments using sub-
headings. Ask students how the article could be written differently so that its

central and supporting ideas are overtly stated.

Write a Narrative CCSS Writing 3
Instruct students to write a narrative using five examples of figurative language

described in this article.
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ARTICLE: Paws, Print, And Paint

Magazine pages 42 - 45, Expository Nonfiction

PAWS, PRINT, AND PAINT

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How have cats impacted
people, places, and cultures
over time and what role will
they play in the future?

HISTORY CONCEPTS

Humans keep domesticated animals for

leisure as well as for work.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Art

Analyze famous paintings featuring
cats. How are the cats depicted?

A new craze is to insert cats into
famous paintings. Why do you think
this is gaining popularity?

KEY VOCABULARY

catalyst (p. 45) a person or

event that quickly causes change or

action

enigmatic (p. 42) full of mystery

and difficult to understand

muse (p. 42) a person who

inspires an artist, writer, etc.

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015

From artists and authors to cartoonists and filmmakers, cats

inspire the creative side in many people.

PREPARE TO READ

Put students in small groups. As them to discuss times when an animal has
made an impact on their lives, or someone they know of. Invite groups to share

with the whole class.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

* Re-read the title and subheading. Each one uses alliteration. Why does the
author choose alliteration? How does it create rhythm?

*  Find examples of alliteration throughout the article. Share your findings with a
partner.

*  Explain what the author means by the phrase, “exploring the depths of the soul
is the key to unlocking the catnip...” on p. 45.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Determine Supporting Ideas CCSS Reading 1
Ask your students to use evidence from the text to support the following central

idea: Cats inspire creativity in humans.

Conduct Research CCSS Reading 7
Research two popular cats: Garfield and The Cat in the Hat. Compare and contrast
these main characters. How is personification used in each instance? What effect

does it have on readers?

Research Based Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 6
Learn more about one of the books or paintings mentioned in the article. Use
library books, Internet, or other sources to show what you learned about the topic

of your research.




CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE ARTICLES

COMPARE ARTICLES

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read. Help students find the
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts. Use prompts, such as the
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information
(CCSS.Reading.9):

* Use information from “A Tiger in Your House” and “He Who Kills With One Leap” to
offer a picture of how cats affected people, places, and cultures in ancient times.

» Gather information across texts showing cats and their effects on people, places, and
cultures in present day society.

» Refer to multiple articles to share a prediction of what role cats might have in future
societies.

e Use information from “Curious Cat Catchwords” and “Paws, Print, and Paint” to show
the cats’ influence on language.

* Use information from “The Cat’'s Meow” and “Paws, Print, an d Paint” to compare and
contrast cat and human communication.

e Gather information across texts to make a map of places cat-lovers might visit.

13 FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015 ||



EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

This mini-unit contains three activities. The first two activities are flexible. You decide which
sequence works best for your students and works within your time constraints.

ENGAGE: Engage students in the topic of cats. A person (especially an anti-cat person)
might be tempted to think an average pet doesn’t seem to have much in common

with the topic of geography. Let’s explore. Create an idea or concept web to tap into
background knowledge.

(You may also use this as a closing to check for student understanding.)

In ancient times In present day

\

Popular pets In the future
around the world

Share the essential question:
How have cats affected the people, places, and cultures of the ancient
world up to present day and what role will they play in the future?

14 FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015 ||}



Begin with a focus article as a base for building
content knowledge and model how to work through the text.

1) READ ALOUD: Use “A Tiger In Your House” pages 8-11 as a focus article, or choose a different
article that works well for your teaching goals. Share the article summary on page 4 of this
guide. Students can read using their own copies of the article and sticky notes to mark places
they find interesting or have questions about.

2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to turn and talk about the article. See
the Article Pages for Close Reading Questions.

3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their
inquiry guestions or what they wonder. Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each article
within this issue.

4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make
cross-text connections. Refer to page 13 to compare articles using prompts that help students
integrate ideas and information.

CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING

MAIN IDEAS AND SUPPORTING DETAILS: CCSS Informational Text 1 As you read, please pay close
attention to titles and subheadings. What can be inferred by reading these prior to reading the body
of the article? Find the key ideas and details supporting each idea

EVALUATE EVIDENCE: CCSS Informational Text 8 As you read, search for evidence supporting part
or the entire essential question.

CLOSE READ: CCSS Informational Text 1 Mark the text, noting important details and highlighting
what interests, surprises, or confuses you.

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015 ||}
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CREATE AN ACROSTIC POEM

Divide students into three groups and assign them articles to review. Then, have each
group form a series of four phrases that best summarizes the information they recall
from the articles (have them create phrases that begin with the letters in “CATS”).
Make sure students use the graphic organizer on page 17 to record their work. Bring
the groups together to write an encyclopedia entry describing the relationship

between “People and Cats”.

Group 1: Cat Tourism
Review the following articles:

* “ATiger In Your House”
* “He Who Kills With One Leap”
* “Welcome to Cat Island”

Create an acrostic poem for the
word, “Cats,” that describes how cats
stimulate tourism.

Group 2: Cat Entertainment
Review the following articles:

o “Celebrity Cyber-Kitties”
e “Cats That Perform...Sometimes”
 “Welcome to Cat Island”

Create an acrostic poem for the word,
“Cats,” that describes ways that cats
provide different forms of entertainment
for people.

Group 3: Cat Tourism

Review the following articles:

* “The Cat’s Meow”
e  “Curious Cat Catchwords”
e “Paws, Print, and Paint”

Create an acrostic poem for the word,
“Cats,” that describes cat language,
how they use it, and how human beings
interpret it.

FACES: Cats... The Purr-fect Pet? © October 2015 ||}

Whole Class: People and Cats

Have each group present its acrostic
poem to the whole class. Encourage
students to ask questions about
phrases different groups chose and
what they mean.

Then, write the phrase, “People and
Cats,” on the board.

Invite students to the board to write a
phrase they feel best summarizes one
aspect of the relationship between
people and cats.

When completed, select volunteers to
read different lines from the poem, and
read the poem aloud as a whole class.
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Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer

2. Source of Information

w->0"

3. Essential Question: How have cats affected the people, places, and cultures in
ancient times up to present day and what role will the play in the future?
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CONCEPT CHART

Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the

essential question or or your own inquiry question.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1: ARTICLE 2: ARTICLE 3:
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Glossary

allusion a statement that refers to something
without mentioning it directly

Jonathan Swift used this vivid allusion in his collection
Polite Conversations in 1738. (p.37)

breed a particular kind of dog, cat, horse, etc.

There are about 100 known breeds of cats in the world.
(p.16)

catalyst a person or event that quickly causes
change or action

Subheading.: CATalysts of Creativity (p.45)

caterwaul
sound

to make a very loud and unpleasant

Tomcats also have mating calls, including the loud and
raucous caterwaul. (p.33)

docile easily taught, led, or controlled

Over time, people favored wild cats that had more
docile traits, so those cats bred new cats that were
more likely to live happily with humans. (p.10)

domesticate to breed or train (an animal) to
need and accept the care of human beings: to tame
(an animal)

Historians think that Egyptians domesticated African
wild cats so that they would control the mice getting
into their grain stores. (p.10)

engimatic full of mystery and difficult to
understand

Enigmatic and complex, the cat straddles the domestic
and wild worlds simultaneously-just like creatives.
(p.42)

flue achannel or pipe in a chimney for carrying
flame and smoke to the outer air

“Curiosity Killed the Cat” was the headline over a story
about a cat that pursued its curiosity about the inside
of a chimney flue, only to fall to its death. (p.37)

hybrid an animal or plant that is produced from
two animals or plants of different kinds

Whether they come from natural or hybrid breeds,
there are some amazing and unique cats around the
world. (p.17)
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hyoid apparatus a veterinary medicine term
used to refer to bones of the tongue

Apparently, their vocal cords are too thin, and their
larynx and hyoid apparatus are too rigid. (p.33)

improvisation the ability to speak or perform
without preparation

Because cats won’t always follow the script for each
act, there is a lot of improvisation going on during the
show, but that makes it fun for the audience. (p.31)

inbred born from animals that are closely related

The first “cat in bread” photo (the name is a play on
the word “inbred”) appeared on Reddit and Tumblr
in 20711, and now there’s even a Facebook group
dedicated to cats wearing bread slices. (p.22)

manga Japanese comics typically done in black
and white

Does it sound like something from a cartoon or a
Japanese manga story? (p.24)

meme ahumorous image, video, piece of text, etc.
that spreads rapidly via Internet

if you spend any time on the Internet, chances are
you’ve seen one of these famous cat memes. (p.20)

mime a performance done without speaking

The theater acts also include human clowns and mimes
to keep things lively and coax the cats to perform.
(p.31)

muse a person who inspires an artist, writer, etc.

Before the popularity of Grumpy cat culture of internet
video and social media superstars, companion cat
muses have inspired curiosity.(p.42)

mutation a change in the genes of a plant or
animal that causes physical characteristics that are
different from what is normal

Some cat breeds have occurred naturally, when a cat is
born with a genetic mutation, such as folded ears or no
tail, and passed that mutation along to its kittens and
all the generations that followed. (p.16)
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poach to hunt or fish illegally : to catch or kill an
animal illegally

Over-harvesting of the rain forest, illegal hunting
(poaching), and other threats have all pushed the
jaguar to the brink of extinction. (p.15)

realm an area ruled by someone

/t’s no wonder the jaguar commanded such fear and
respect from the people who lived in its realm. (p.13)

textile fabric, cloth
With its beautiful fur covered in spots-called rosettes-

these cultures often captured the jaguar in art like
textiles, drawings, or pottery. (p.13)
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N Online Resources

A TIGER IN YOUR HOUSE

« http:/www.catmuseumsf.org/egyptcats.html

This link takes you to the San Francisco Cat Museum where there is more information on cats
in ancient Egypt.

o http:/www.history.com/topics/black-death

This link gives more information on the Black Death plague using video and audio.

HE WHO KILLS WITH ONE LEAP

e http://www.nationalgeographic.com/search/?g=jaguar

Learn jaguar facts and watch a jaguar hunt.

e http://www.panthera.org/node/10

This website helps all threatened large cats. Watch the 9 minute video at this link called “My
Pantanal” done in first person narrative.

WELCOME TO CAT ISLAND

+ http:/www.atlasobscura.com/places/tashirojima

See pictures from a trip to Cat Island and see how many people have been there vs. how
many wish they could visit!
CATS THAT PERFORM...SOMETIMES

o http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2309727/Impressive-animal-stunts-Moscows-cat-
theatre-world-reopens.html

This is a 2013 article on the cat theater that also contains a short video clip of the cats per-
forming.

THE CAT’S MEOW

+ http:/www.soundsnap.com/tags/meow

This is a link to recordings of sounds made by cats

PAWS, PRINT, AND PAINT

e http://video.pbs.org/search/?a9=CATS+great+performances

Watch video clips from the Broadway hit CATS...another way cats have infiltrated the arts!
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